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Sister Lourdes García: 
“At the Service of the Bedouin Communities”

affection have been created with our Muslim 
brothers and sisters.

Living together during the significant mo-
ments of their lives, I was able to know, in ad-
dition to their culture and their traditions, the 
intimate reality of these communities. The 
welcome they give us with their joy, generosity 
and simplicity made us feel at home from the 
first moment.

We communicate in Arabic, which we learn 
to be able to express ourselves. Personally, my 
communication is still limited, but I am very 
happy to share life with them and to learn from 
their simplicity and generosity. Every time I 
understand them a little more and realize that 
they too have managed to understand me, I see 
the grace of God that accompanies me and 

encourages me to be patient and persevering, 
because I know that through the language, I 
will get to know them better.

We visit communities and families to learn 
more about their needs, which is a big chal-
lenge. During these visits, we have observed 
various realities, for example, that women get 
married very young and no longer continue 
their studies or training.

Apparently, families prioritise boys; howev-
er, many boys do not continue their studies for 
various reasons, such as lack of means of trans-
port, economic precariousness or simply be-
cause they devote themselves to herding sheep. 
Furthermore, the vast majority do not know 
English or Hebrew, which is why they have no 
opportunities to work outside their environ-
ment.

The missionary commitment also continues 
with the small Christian community of 
El-Azariyeh, in the city of Lazarus. It is a small 
Christian community of about ten families. 
We meet every week to pray the rosary with 
the women, organise moments of prayer, and 
visit the sick.

It is a complex reality that we still have much 
to learn about and understand, but we are en-
couraged by a strong desire to continue the 
mission that the Comboni Sisters started more 
than a decade ago. Continuity with human 
promotion, through training courses for wom-
en and young people, is a concrete way to 
make them protagonists of their own lives. 

Assalamu Alaikum (‘Peace be upon 
you’) is the greeting with which we are 
greeted every time we visit the 

Bedouin communities in Palestine. Although 
the word ‘peace’ is part of the daily encounter, 
its experience remains a longing that rests in 
the hearts of many Bedouins. The constant 
threat of forced displacement by the Israeli 
government, as well as non-recognition by 
Palestine, leave these Bedouin communities in 
a situation of exclusion, precariousness, and 
extreme poverty.

For twelve years the Comboni Missionary 
Sisters have been working in the Bedouin 
communities of Jahalin, located in the Judean 
desert. We started in the field of health, then in 
the field of education, with the creation of 
kindergartens, and finally in every community 
with training activities for women.

The objective is to improve the education of 
children so that they can continue their stud-
ies, and to promote the integration of women 
in order to improve the quality of life in the 
different communities. All this with the help of 
different organizations that have supported 
various projects. A small interreligious net-
work is being created to reach the most vulner-
able. My hope is that we can live and work to-
gether for the common good, with each one 
using the strengths of their own faith, whether 
they are Jews, Muslims, or Christians.

Our faith is proclaimed through daily ges-
tures and actions, putting to the test the evan-
gelical values of welcome, respect, encounter, 
and generosity, which thus become reality. 
Bonds of closeness, dialogue, fraternity, and 
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Sr. Garcia in conversation with a Bedouin    Photo - Comboni.org

Comboni Sisters walking in hope with Bedouin tribe West Bank. Photo - Comboni.org

Sister Lourdes García, a Mexican Comboni missionary, works in the Bedouin communities of Jahalin. “For twelve 
years the Comboni Missionary Sisters have been working in the Bedouin communities of Jahalin, located in the 

Judean desert. We started in the field of health, then in the field of education, with the creation of kindergartens, 
and finally in every community with training activities for women.” This is her testimony.
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Pope assures Archbishop of Canterbury 
of dialogue ‘in truth and love’

Unity and common witness
Pope Leo XIV writes that the unity sought by Christians is directed to-
ward the proclamation of Christ, recalling the prayer of Jesus, “that the 
world may believe.” He also cites an address of Pope Francis to Anglican 
Primates in 2024, which stated that divisions among Christian’s risk 
hindering their common vocation to make Christ known.

The witness of a reconciled and united Christian community, he af-
firms, contributes to the clarity of the proclamation of the Gospel.

The liturgy in Canterbury
The Pope’s message was delivered on Thursday, 26 March in Canter-
bury Cathedral at the conclusion of a common prayer service presided 
over by Archbishop Mullally and the Pope’s envoy, Cardinal Kurt Koch, 
Prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity.

The liturgy marks the 60th anniversary of the 1966 meeting between 
Pope Paul VI and Archbishop Michael Ramsey. During the celebration, 
the same kneeler used in the 1982 encounter between Pope John Paul II 
and Archbishop Robert Runcie was used.

The 2026 Catholic delegation included Archbishop Flavio Pace, Sec-
retary of the Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity and Father Mar-
tin Browne, an official of the Dicastery; Cardinals Vincent Nichols and 
Timothy Radcliffe; Archbishop Bernard Longley of Birmingham, co-
chair of ARCIC; Archbishop Richard Moth of Westminster; Archbishop 
John Wilson of Southwark; Archbishop Leo William Cushley of Saint 
Andrews and Edinburgh; Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski of the Ukraini-
an Greek Catholic Church in the United Kingdom and the chargé d’af-
faires of the Apostolic Nunciature in London, Ante Vidović.

Pope Leo XIV has sent a message to Sarah Mullally on the occasion of 
her installation as Archbishop of Canterbury, assuring her of his prayers 
and invoking “grace, mercy, and peace… in truth and love”.

The installation service, historically known as an enthronement, took 
place in Canterbury Cathedral on 25 March. In the presence of some 
2,000 guests, including the Prince and Princess of Wales, it marks the 
symbolic start of Dame Sarah’s public ministry as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury.

In his message, the Pope notes that the office entrusted to the new 
Primate of the Anglican Communion carries significant responsibili-
ties, not only within the Diocese of Canterbury but also across the 
Church of England and the wider Anglican Communion. He observes 
that she begins her ministry “at a challenging moment in the history of 
the Anglican family,” and prays that she may be strengthened with wis-
dom and guided by the Holy Spirit, drawing inspiration from Mary, the 
mother of God.

 
Recalling the 1966 encounter
The message recalls the historic meeting in 1966 between Pope Paul VI 
and Archbishop Michael Ramsey, when Catholics and Anglicans com-
mitted themselves to “a new stage in the development of fraternal rela-
tions, based upon Christian charity.” This commitment, he highlights, 
has borne fruit over the past sixty years.

In his message, the Pope refers to the work of the Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International Commission (ARCIC), established following 
that encounter, stating that it has contributed to greater mutual under-
standing and has supported a more effective common witness, particu-
larly in the face of contemporary global challenges.

At the same time, he acknowledges that the ecumenical journey has 
encountered difficulties. He recalls the 2016 Joint Declaration signed by 
Pope Francis and Justin Welby, which noted that “new circumstances 
have presented new disagreements.”

These differences, he adds, do not prevent Christians from recognis-
ing one another as brothers and sisters in Christ by virtue of their com-
mon baptism.

Thus, the Pope expresses his belief that dialogue should continue “in 
truth and love,” so that Christians may come to know together the grace, 
mercy and peace of God and offer these to the world.

Vatican News

The common prayer service in the Chapel of our Lady of 
Martyrdom with Cardinal Koch.

Cardinal Koch kneeling on the kneeler used by Pope John Paul 
II and Dame Sarah Mullally

Cardinal Koch and Archbishop Mullally during the service

Pope Leo XIV sends a message to Archbishop Sarah Mullally on her installation, recalling the progress and challenges in 
Catholic–Anglican relations. The archbishop’s installation ceremony in Canterbury Cathedral took place on 25 March.
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Dear Fr John and community

Thank you for the magazine and 
newsletters (from Leeds). I always enjoy 
reading them.

Jesus said to her: “I am the resurrection 
and the life. The one who believes in me 
will live, even though they die.”  
John 11.25

Josephine Caldwell.

Recently Fr. John Clark retired to a Care home in Newcastle (Read Spring edition 
page 21). A kind lady thinking that it was me (Fr John, Editor) wrote this very 
kind letter wishing me a happy retirement! Some people think I should retire but 
I am sure this was not her intention!  Althea, thank you for your much  
appreciated message to the real Fr. John!  I pass on part of her message of good 
wishes.

Dear Fr John
I hope your stay in the care home run by the Little Sisters of the Poor will be 
lovely and peaceful.

Dr. Althea Tyndale, Aberystwyth

 Comboni Mission  138 Carmyle Avenue GLASGOW G32 8DL 
SCOTLAND

 Comboni Mission 8 Clontarf Road DUBLIN 3 IRELAND

 Comboni Mission  Brownberrie Lane Horsforth LEEDS LS18 5HE ENGLAND

Thank you once again for your most welcome letters. It reminds us that some people do 
read our missionary magazine! Reading today is becoming less and less a daily pleasure. 

To encourage you all our readers: to let us know your thoughts and opinions, 
I will post here my address so that your comments come directly to our office!

Editor, Verona Fathers - Email: jdcomboni@gmail.com London Road, Sunningdale SL5 
OJY#, Berks, England

Sr. Jeanne Jugan Founder of the Little Sisters of the Poor. 
Photo - Little Sisters of the poor



For your spiritual
and material

needs and for
health in mind 

and body

 For peace and 
justice in the 

world, especially
where there is

war and conflict

 For sick and
terminally ill

among your
relations and

friends

����������
will be offered at our three mission centres in honour

of the Sacred Heart, for these and your intentions

��������������������
Month of the Sacred Heart

O, how much upon the Cross
Didst thy bowed head, O Christ,

Thy hands flung wide, Thy open heart Breathe forth love,
Son of God who didst come to redeem the lost,

Condemn not the redeemed
Crying out to Thee from the valley of tears,

Good Jesu, hear thou our groaning,
And ask not the measure of our crimes,

We implore thy wounded Heart,
O tender God

WRITE YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE SACRED HEART MASSES ON THE LEAFLET PROVIDED 
AND RETURN TO YOUR NEAREST MISSION OFFICE.

 For the needs of 
your family,
especially for 
serenity, unity 
and the practice 
of the faith

 For all Comboni 
Missionaries of the
Heart of Jesus, 
particularly those 
who are ill or 
exposed to danger

 For any specific 
intention(s)
you may wish to make

 Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk

www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.combonimissionaries.ie

www.southworld.net

 Comboni Missionaries

By Fr David Bohnsack mccj


